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“seventeou vears is & long time fi)r :\n innos
. oent womsn to be 1n prison.”

‘T answered the speaker with a uymp&thenc
xlmle. T thonght, a8 1 glanced at the kindly
i fuce and the meatly dresscd bair, whick Time
s ‘touched. with frosty fingers. what Jove of
nmanity, what patienece sho must. possess. to
spoud savent yoars in ing labor for the
1l-fated outcast. world, * Almoss ‘everybody has
sireakis of churity o them, geonter or lesk, hut

Of all, surely the ‘hird-worked, 1ll-paid ‘priron

| matrons mprenent the truest chsirity, "At loast

 T'belleved it wo, anid becaunse of that I decided
4o visita few of them. . Matron Webb, at Police

* Hesdquarters, - whose  little: ‘Tooms - ‘furnish

" whelter for every deserted ohild; waited forime

o the
DG ‘you not m'e of .your - work R uled M

" longsh:

;~ **Ne.  Therwis v:riety inis and I have gmwnf

aocnatonied toit that T uhcmhl be mxsembla
Way from ite cares.”
*Da you only rective ehildren hero?” .
*No, indeed.| ‘Veryoften women who are jost
-Hiomeless. are’ brought here for & nights
“shelter.” - Then, ‘with. & fmile. she continued:
‘nsed 10 wonder what  disguise you wonld
-0, ‘bot I néver thoncm 1 \vonld Be6. yOou as
Mﬂo Bly.”
w ey me nbuut )unrnexr
itk position ™"
;02" My husband was wpointedmnh‘.or whenthin
bmldinxmﬁm opened and: I was. given the
- position of instron. My husband has since died,
* hmtI still.petain the place.”
« :: % fhere ave the babies bxought from whioh
- yua'take charge of
* FProm all parts’ ¢ city. “There ia 8 law
sizainsy children being ‘kept in prison after ©
dclock st iight, so they are all sent here. “We
" teeeive them at any honr.: When' the ofticers
find the little -deserted 1babies -ar lost children

uow aid you ‘get
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would not do anything for them.”

-{ their friends, and

'} and then asked
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she nnd her one child were deaened Both ihe
mother and_duughter arein very poor health,

hey Bat frames for a-living, . 1 have sent
missionsries there, but they look about and

they ses e\'en'thmz clean and well-cared.for, o |

they give no heip. If they went into a house
vh ;e everything was neglected snd in & s%ﬁo
Lh tley would be very anxions to_aid
Pe"g Some missioparies caunot nnderstand
such things ax poverty, lllﬂ cleanliness. 1 did
et one wealthy old maid to visit them, and then
anse they were mot connected with aowe
chur(h—xud really it oonsmo much to go to
chureh for r people ‘% indulge in it—she

THE MATRON OF THE IOB‘B“.

1 went down to the Tombu.. The psssageway
was crowded m‘?b ;50 who had come to visit
stood aside to -watch-them,
Bomo Lad teles of misery in their fuces, a
soe hgd the misery ‘in their spparcl, wh
their faces were hlrdena a8 1f it wore an o

mﬁd in s lom
umd(d ttle udh’t e i
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;ory to them,
he first, a man,

thow umw u. ohicer © it over.
{len l{ opened the xr on nc I‘ emu en-
teted and thé gato was els

at the
told to stand-still. . Then, with 2 npidizy whleh
buapoke Ionlg c)(pm'lencg5 the officer alid lis
hands intothimay at, and in & second he
Knew everything the man had abeut hin. 1
found sometbmn whichi-looked to. me at a dis.
tance like 4 knite, . He handod it blck to the
man und {mshvd him ous of the gn
While-this was goingon 1 a!tempu-d to read
thie lmg; list-ot mles !ot prisoners, and then 1
& smaller d beside xt. This is-
what wae wmten onitin o)ulk
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** If yon plese e

He stopped and lobked aronnd 1 h:nd him
my.card of ndmisswn! whm?l i P garefu

me t

line we want gnd 4 t?xa 'i’r m g TB‘ on(
e ‘vor to the keeper and

care to e second za&e. .
iea “young Iady mth sou?’ . ssksd the
&5 l hav her in eharga "the Deputy Warden
aaid. amllrug ad me. the next vfu 4 atron
uliffe met us, and the old en laman.
together.

u ing s fow plamnt words; e
? ?in\eut iTot nss t.mts and u:‘x:;ht mstron,”
a8 :2hé took me 1nto ks din.
mg-room where zhey h-ve threo long pb e, ah
ich ‘mixteen -prinoners -eat, ** and w:
changeoff ‘onr work _esch week. T hsv beeu
Matron twelve yeara. I was first st the %Vork-
house on the Island, and then I was rred’
ere. 1 like the work; my whole soul is in it

they ‘take them to the tation-honee,
where & commitment is made ‘ot and they are
brooght to me. -Lost children are slways very
disty, -and 80 the first thing we doisto give
them s bath and put them in clesn clothing, of
which Ikeep & supply. If the. fonndlings are
clean we put them to bed-without bathing them.
They make very litile fuss. The foundlings ind
the warmth anda. bottls of milk ‘8o comlorting
" -after exposure 2nd hunger that they go to sleep
- B x vory few moments.  The lost chiliren ‘are
: soweary that after-I give them Ioodlheydrov
- eff waddo vot wake until daylight,”
- THE CHYLDEEN TEXDERLY CARED YOR
"Dnmmbne any ‘deaths 9
. “"In seventesn years:I have only, had one
D e while iu'my charge. “Don't-von ‘think
;_ Ghitagood record ™™ sho'asked **But I was
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Bimseribbe reinarked. ‘that it was one of the
sumaliret hee Sind ever seen.
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Of coyrse it is very trying, buk it does not get
47 Our ‘hours are from 7 to 7, o

by giving nouce in advance wecan.get & dny off
.every weeks "
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‘They really
cnnnot he ‘p emse ves. The ones: I -have no
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sre the lagy women who commit
mse}m ln pm{erence to working.  I'think'a
{ ng alt o?m who would rather go to
h ‘Lmi thnn to%ork cannot reccive oo s
vqre lsgn ance. ]
k, who is matron st the Essex Market,
Prison, has the okt uticomfortable place of slh.”’
a8 only. onelitile enmer &t the foot of €
i per tiera for h )
and cold.
r i the fiurnaco be~ ]
nesth faso Bl ith: gas t&at the inmates fnd |
molinc] prcfsnblo toit. Mre Btack, whohas
helpini friend to the unloﬂunwe for |
eleven vedin, bag rome vel idean of what
wedk 28 well 8 the wl ried need. Itwaed
o'elook, : the howr they serve nupper when,
vlsited Esnex Market i’ rison, Obe ditn gan jet
flickered” faintly in' the corridor, and 8 vumber
ot wretched. women rat on some benchéd aghinat
the whitewashed wall,” One woman on theend
=he still wore her ¢habby bornetand shawl. w
aobbing bitterly. Hhe had been lrreul)ed while
gomz o her dressmaker's then g are, she
agld, but -the officer hiad told s different story.
he was an-old sffender, sothe officér was be
lieved, and slie was smllllt to juil. .tkenﬁmgyertgf g
ol women ‘were listening intently to
f o alternately stbod mg
kneclad e, S e said that aha wes not
yet slx teen, but: aho was tall and aaslender ana
dreas and shoés were cheap,

n h ointed shape so neu:
:o uﬁry ¢ ad women. A u‘un e story shé told.
That morbipg 'she had -1

S,
=

gtory o
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or home to go.to |

‘the type-foundryewhere she lms employed.  On
the wayshe met ‘young : unt * om lhe ]
know, and be took her in_some
her druzggg whiskey. - How dld she ow it
was druf L4 Al5e &8 28 he t her
she wen mwo anearby. atore an m: &8

men’ came 'iri CArr 5 % m or,
which they placed &% the an the table. Mrs,
Stack went down: en: o tos from the
boiler to the prisoners. Each prln or u.jna

large tin pan snd'was given as much bre
tex'as she wanted. old woman came out of &
oell wey down ' the corrider. She Lobbled to s
bench, ‘but made no move to approach the table.
Whatinshe # I asked, rather vnguely. :
**Bhe is seventy.aix vesrs old and boungd for
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t of s misspent lif
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drin] An?i 'S womon to thp land
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serving asix terim.. -Borne -of the keep-
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¢« the. enndhioq of thie lost children thiat; their
pirents ever thotight’ of them. ‘Boine ohlldren
; mpp o Blthy that'we have to; take their rage off
‘J hé ek thing and bury them.™ .

- theix tives™ interposed Mis, Webb's son. - %
© T*They do. indeed,”™ she sssented, with &
“langh. - ““You wonld:think thelr parents did
. ‘hol-eare for them, yet the dirtior the child the |
* Samder their parents wail when $hey ind-them.
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